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FORMULATION OF PLANS
FOR MONTANA ARTS CENTER
DISCUSSED AT U OF MONTANA

MISSOULA-Formulation of plans to establish a Montana Center for the Arts at the University of
Montana was discussed Saturday during the annual spring meeting of the UM Council of 50.
Concerning the value of the proposed structural facility, Dr. Charles W. Bolen, dean
of the UM School of Fine Arts, said, ’’Such a center would include space for performance,
exhibitions and rehearsals and training space for music, art, dance and drama,”
"In addition, this facility would be available as a resource center for cultural
groups throughout the state,” Dr. Bolen said.

"The increased demand for training in the

arts at the University has resulted in an 86 ner cent increase in fine arts enrollment
within the past five years.

There has been a similar increase in the demand for graduate

programs in the arts on the Missoula campus.”
Dr. Bolen said there are approximately 450 students majoring in the various fine
arts areas at UM.

He also emphasized the increased demand for courses and performing

groups by the general University student body.
"The number of non-fine-arts majors on campus who are taking fine arts courses as
electives also has shown a marked increase,” Dr. Bolen added.

"This number has risen 73

per cent since 1964.”
He said the increase in student interest in the arts at UM compares favorably with
an increased interest in the arts on the national level.
In his discussion dealing with the UM drug education program, Dr. Robert L. Van Horne,
dean of the UM School of Pharmacy, said there is a great' need to study drug problems "in
relation to social changes, mores and student activism.”
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Dr. Van H o m e told Council of SO members and other guests that the University has
been cooperating with a 1967 request of the State Legislature, which asked that the UM
Schools of Education and Pharmacy present a drug education program in cooperation with
the State Department of Health and the Department of Public Instruction.
"No funds were appropriated for sunport of such a program," Dr. Van Horne said, "but
we decided to nresent as valuable a program as nossible on the Missoula campus without
the financial support."
He said several drug education programs were presented at the University, including
public lectures in June and July of 1967 and a summer workshop for teachers, counselors
and guidance personnel, and students last year.
Dr. Van H o m e said a drug education workshop also is scheduled this summer at UM from
July 24 through Aug. 1 for anyone who wishes to attend.
The Council of 50 meets on the Missoula campus twice a year to learn more about
University activities and to relate this information to their home areas.

Men and women

on the Council represent a variety of professions and occupations and they serve as
Council members three years.
Also participating in Saturday's meeting was UM President Robert. T. Pantzer, who
presented welcoming remarks before the morning sessions.
Other speakers and topics included John L. Delano, executive director of the UM
Alumni Association, "Speakers Bureau"; Dr. Henry C. Bugbee, chairman of the UM philosophy
department, "Department of Religious Studies"; Dr. Harold Babb, psychology department
chairman, "Program of Department of Psychology"; Lawrence D. Stuart, director of UM
Information Services, "New Publications."
Ulysses S. Doss, instructor of humanities, "Afro-American Studies Program"; Dr.
Warren J. Brier, School of Journalism dean, "School of Journalism", and Dr. Charles D.
Parker, chairman of speech pathology and audiology, "Service of Speech and Hearing
Clinic."

A general discussion also was held.

Thomas J. Collins, director of the UM Foundation, was coordinator for the Council of
50 meeting.
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